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Rhino Revolution UK

Why the world needs rhinos 

Rhinos have been on our planet for millions of years, long before humans came 
along. Imagine when you are a grown up, having to tell your children and 
grandchildren that we used to have these amazing animals on our planet, but sadly 
we let them go extinct on our watch! How sad would that be!

Rhinos are considered a keystone species, that means they hold their ecosystem 
together and without them, their ecosystem would be significantly different or 
perhaps not exist at all. They are the ‘glue’ that holds it all together.  Let’s look at how 
and why.

1.  Grazing 
HOW: 
The white rhino is a grazer who, with his wide mouth, ‘mows’ the grasses. 

WHY: 
• This keeps the long grasses short and allows short species of grasses the room 

they need to grow and thrive. Other animal species,  such as wildebeest and some 
birds can only survive in short grass ecosystems, so this creates an ideal habitat 
for them. 

• The short grass also creates a safe place for slow moving creatures like tortoises 
during bush fires.
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2. Wallowing 

HOW: 
The rhino likes to roll in the mud which 
coats his skin and protects it from 
sunburn

WHY: 
•Wallowing keeps waterholes open and 
creates new ones.

• It also creates smaller waterholes scattered around large ones, which have less 
sticky mud around them. This provides mini waterholes for smaller animals and 
birds, as well as antelope, who are far more able to make an easy escape from 
predators if they aren’t bogged down in the thick mud.

• The fertile alluvial mud (which is loose, eroded sediment or earth) sticks to their 
skin. As they graze, it dries and falls off, so this fertile mud is spread around, so the 
surrounding area benefits and plants grow.

 3. Insects 

HOW:
Insects, especially ticks, cling onto the rhinos skin.

WHY:
• Ticks like to feed off the rhino and stick to its skin making it itch. The ticks provide 

food for birds such as oxpeckers which eat them and clean them off the rhino. This 
is called a symbolic  or mutualistic relationship, as both the rhino and the oxpecker 
benefit. The rhino has the ticks removed and the oxpecker gets a tasty meal. The 
oxpecker also removes parasites from any wounds the rhino might have.

• Another bird called an egret hitches a ride on the rhinos’ back and eats any insects 
that the rhino disturbs as he walks. The egret can also be a handy early warning 
system of  approaching predators. 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4. Rhino Poo 
HOW:
Rhinos eat a lot and produce a lot of dung.  Female rhinos spread it around the 
territory and male rhinos use it to mark their territory with dung heaps or middens. 

WHY:
• It fertilises the soil

• Rhinos digestions is not all that good, so not all seeds are digested. This means 
that the rhino helps to distribute them for germination.

• Dung attracts dung beetles, who take it away in balls and lay their eggs in it. The 
eggs hatch and the  larvae then feed on the dung. This provides food for small 
omnivores and carnivores like mongoose. 

• Birds also find insects and undigested seeds to eat in the dung.

5. Money 

HOW:
Rhinos are one of ‘the big five’ which includes lion, leopard, rhino, elephant and the 
Cape buffalo

WHY:
• People from all over the world travel to see ‘the big five’ which brings money into 

the area and creates jobs for local people.
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