
Keeping Rhinos Protected 
 

Over the last ten years many different approaches to 
keeping rhinos safe have been tried. Some have had a 
degree of success but others have failed completely.  
 
• ARMED GUARDS 

Pros (good things)  
1. definitely make it more risky for the poachers  
Cons (not so good things)  
1. The guards are expensive to train and maintain 
2.  There is so much poverty in areas of South 
Africa that the guards can be open to corruption  
3. There is a  high turnover (this is when people 
don’t stay long in one job 
4. There are large areas to cover 
5. Local laws vary as to how much power the 
guards have to stop poachers and also how much 
they value their rhino 

 



• FENCES 
Pros  
1. Can be useful at keeping poachers out of areas 
Cons 
1. Fences are expensive to put up 
2. They have to be checked daily therefore need 

more people and time 
3. Fences can alter the natural routes of wildlife 
4. Electric fences are a big problem for some 

wildlife eg Pangolins  
 

• ANTI-POACHING DOGS - Commonly used dog 
breeds are Malinois, German Shepherds and 
Bloodhounds. 
Pros 
1. Dogs and their handlers can be a great deterrent 

of poachers because they can track both the 
people trying to do the poaching and also smell 
out the horn if they have already got it 

Cons 
1. Very expensive to train both the dogs and their 

handlers 
 
 
 
 
 
 



• AERIAL RECONNAISANCE AND DRONES 
Pros 
1. Can cover a big area 
Cons 
1. Very expensive and lots of areas have rules 

stopping anything flying overhead 
2. Dense (thick) bush after rains makes these tools 

almost useless as it’s not easy to get a clear view 
of what is happening on the ground 

 
• RHINO HORN INFUSION – There is very little 

evidence that a horn made of keratin can be 
infused properly or safely with dye or any kind of 
poison. Poachers would not know anyway until the 
rhino was dead. 
 

• HORN CAMS -  Yes this has been tried! You may 
get an image of the poacher but the rhino will be 
killed and the camera taken with the horn. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



• DE-HORNING - Some people argue that a rhino is 
not a rhino without its horn – but it is alive! 
Pros 
1. The best preventative we currently have 
2. This procedure has been perfected to be almost 

100% safe and painless when it is done 
professionally 

Cons 
1. De-horning is expensive and needs to be 

regularly repeated 
2. Falling numbers of rhino makes the risk of 

poaching even for a small stub of horn more 
attractive 

 
• PERMANENT DE-HORNING - Removal of the 

growth plate means that rhino would never 
regrow horn 
This has been trialled in sub-adult calves(rhino 
which haven’t quite reached adulthood) at the 
veterinary colleges in SA.  
Pros 
1. No need for poachers to ever kill a rhino for its 

horn 
Cons 
1. This is a difficult procedure 
2. Very expensive 
3. It leaves the rhino with permanent 

disfigurement 



• “Shoot to kill” poachers idea. Some countries have 
tried this with varied amounts of success. The 
actual poacher is the bottom of a long chain to the 
end user in the Far East. These are considered 
expendable and easily replaced by poaching gangs. 
In many way the desperately poor poacher is 
another victim of the crime. 
 

• Education. While both education of the intrinsic 
value of a peoples wildlife and the end user is 
obviously the long term solution this will take 
time. Generations of misinformation and tradition 
– along with human greed -will not be reversed in 
time to save this species. 
 

• Legalising the rhino horn trade. One of the biggest 
dividers in current conservation. While there are 
pros and cons on this our view is that no rhinos 
that we de-horn will have their body parts sold for 
profit. 
 

• Genetic data basing all remaining rhinos enables 
the transparent identification of connecting all 
horns to rhinos in either legal de-hornings or at a 
crime scene or when recovered anywhere in the 
world. 
 



We are not winning this war to stop rhino poaching so 
we welcome any new ideas that you can think of. 
Maybe yours is the strategy that we are still searching 
for!! 


