
 

 

 

 

 

 

The science and love involved in rehabilitating an orphaned rhino.  

By Rehab Manager Anna Mussi 

 

The initial response to any orphan is to try and minimise its stress as much as possible. 

These orphaned rhino calves have gone through the most traumatic experiences possible, 
losing their mothers to poachers, often being injured just trying to stay close to their bodies. 
As consequence, upon being rescued they are incredibly traumatised, sometimes afraid of the 
dark or scared of men (as a result of being attacked at night and hearing male voices) and will 
often stumble around calling for their mothers to no avail.  

We will immediately cover the calf’s eyes and block its ears to make the rescue process as 
less stressful as possible. The calf will be stabilised, usually given a sedative to keep calm and 
put on a drip. It will then be transported to the orphanage where any wounds will be treated 
and a padded room provides a safe place for it to recover.  

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

It is important that young calves dependent on mothers’ milk drink as quickly as possible, but 
every single patient takes the bottle differently. Rehab staff will try as soon as they can to get 
them drinking, and make mixture of cow’s milk powder, glucose and protexin (probiotic) to 
support the gut. Depending on their age, these calves will be given walm milk feeds every 
few hours throughout the day and night. Carers give round-the-clock care, and most young 
calves need the comfort and reassurance of a warm body and a soothing voice, especially 
those that wake up in terror. Usually, calves will form a bond to one carer or surrogate such as 
a sheep or goat. This makes the rehabilitation process easier. 

It is very important to monitor the calf’s weight, and adjust its nutrition levels accordingly. 
Colic can be very common in stressed animals and signs can be picked up easily. We also 
monitor their dung and urine, and provide mud wallows for parasite control and stimulation. 
Once old enough, they can be introduced to grass and pellet feeds and other calves to reduce 
their dependency on humans.  

It is an emotional, draining but rewarding process, and can take up to a number of years. 
Every single calf reacts differently to the horrors they endure and it is our responsibility to 
rehabilitate them in a way that enables their successful rewinding and future release. 

 

 


