
 

 
The Lucky Five 

Orphaned rhino calves rescued by Rhino Revolution 
 

  
UBUNTU 
Male, arrived 12 Oct 2015, 5 months old. 
The first calf to arrive at the Orphanage, just 
three weeks after it opened.  His mother was 
poached at 6 pm and at sunrise her carcass 
was found, along with Ubuntu, still standing 
alongside his mother’s body.  He was darted 
and collected in the rhino ambulance.  
Ubuntu was the name chosen by a school that 
sponsored his care. It means ‘I am, because 
you are’, and is a philosophy in which Mandela 
believed. ‘Ubuntu’ basically says that everyone 
is responsible for their neighbours welfare not 
just themselves. 
 

  
RINGO (nicknamed Fatty) 
Male, arrived 14 Oct 2015, 8 months old. 
Ringo arrived 48 hours after Ubuntu. His mother 
was poached on a neighbouring farm when he 
was 6 months old. His mother was killed but his 
father survived, with bullet wounds through his 
shoulders. He was transferred from another 
rehabilitation centre, as Rhino Revolution could 
offer better long term, more specialised care.  
Ringo was the name voted for by the Emirates 
airline’s cabin crew who helped to support his 
rehabilitation. 
 



  
MASINGITTA 
Female, arrived 5 Nov 2015, 3 months old. 
Masingitta means “miracle” in Tsonga, one of 
the languages spoken in South Africa. Her 
mother’s carcass was found by tracking blood 
spattered drag marks in the sand. It was a 
further 24 hours before finding the calf, and she 
was then transferred to the facility by helicopter. 
On arrival she was suffering from Post-
Traumatic Stress Syndrome, and was so 
terrified of the dark, one of the vet nurses had to 
stay with her round the clock for the first month. 

  
CHIPOKO 
Female, arrived 3 Jan 2016, 3 months old 
Chipoko means ghost in Tsonga, and she was 
named due to her elusive manner, as it took 5 
long, hot days, to find her, after her mother was 
murdered.  When the rangers found her 
mother’s body, they knew she must have a calf, 
as her udder was full of milk.  We eventually 
found Chipoko 12km away, although still reliant 
on her mother’s milk, she had desperately been 
trying to eat dried grass and mud.  
 

  
NKONZO 
Male, arrived 25 June 2016, 3.5 months old. 
His mother was poached during the full moon 
period, and it took five days of relentless 
searching from the air and on the ground to 
locate her terrified calf.  His name means 
“tracks” in Shangaan, another South African 
language, as it is thanks to a great many 
rescuers who worked tirelessly day and night 
following his tracks to enable them to find him 
and get him safety to the Rhino Revolution 
Orphanage. He had been attacked by lions, 
whilst guarding his mother’s body, and his body 
was covered in scratches . 
 

 


